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Welcome to year one of our four year term as elected Trustees of the Windsor-Essex Catholic District 
School Board.  Let me begin by congratulating Trustee Mary DiMenna on her election as Vice Chair of 
the Board.   

I want to extend a special welcome to our two newly elected Trustees Joe Iacono and Jason Lazarus. 

I am fortunate to have had the honour and privilege to serve as this Board’s Chair during the past four 
years and want to thank you, my fellow Trustees, for your support and the for the trust you have placed in 
me by re-electing me as your Chair. 

This is a very challenging time for school boards but there is much for which we should be proud: 
• Increasing enrolment – we have over 21,000 students entrusted in our care on a daily basis
• Academic achievement – our students again continue to exceed the provincial average in almost

all nine EQAO categories
• Expansion of our diverse programming continues:  International Baccalaureate programs, French

Immersion schools, the STEM, construction and sports academies

With the continued growth of these programs our students now have a multitude of opportunities to 
explore. 

Our success to date does not just happen by chance, it is the result of the commitment, the dedication 
and the hard work of our teaching and support staff and administration.  It is the result of the combined 
efforts of the nine elected Trustees together with the guidance and input of Fr. Larry and our student 
trustees and the collaborative support of our administration under the leadership of our Director Emelda 
Byrne. 

As a Board we are responsible for an annual budget in excess of $280 million; oversee a staff in excess 
of 2000 employees; operating 44 schools and serving over 21,000 students. 

It is important that we be strategic, that we be disciplined and focused and that we be united in our goals. 

It is important that we remind ourselves of Our Mission Statement because it tells us who are and what 
we are all about.  It identifies the beliefs, principles and core purpose of the Board. 

Our Mission Statement reads: 
In keeping with the virtues of our Catholic faith, we are called to KNOW every student, to INSPIRE them 
to follow the example of Jesus and to EMPOWER them with the knowledge and skills they need to live 
purposeful, meaningful lives. 

In closing, I re-affirm my commitment to working together with you as we move forward to meet the 
challenges ahead including providing a safe learning environment for our students and staff; completing 
and opening the new Catholic Central High School; continuing to upgrades schools especially the much 
needed addition to St. Louis Catholic Elementary School; and always ensuring that our faith based 
education continues to thrive. 

Together we will succeed. 

Thank you. 


